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CORN PLANTING ESSENTIALLY FINISHED, EXCEPT FOR BOTTOMS AND SILAGE

Corn planting reached almost 90 percent last week and growers reported that all that remains are some bottom land and
silage fields. Normally, less than half the corn acreage is planted by this period of time. Soybean planting has started, but
most producers commented that they would not get underway in earnest until May 1. Recent freeze damage assessment
was in progress at week’s end. Nurseries, vineyards, and orchards have been hit hardest. Freeze damage appears to have
been minimal for the corn, wheat, and strawberry crops. Tennessee’s wheat, corn, strawberries and pastures were reported
to be in mostly good-to-excellent condition. Light-to-moderate insect pressure on wheat was noted. Other on-going farm
activities included hay and strawberry harvests, fertilizer and pesticide applications and scouting fields for freeze damage
and threshold pest levels. Fertilizer supplies in many areas of the state were scarce.

There were 6 days suitable for fieldwork across the state. Topsoil moisture levels were rated 3 percent very short, 28
percent short, 67 percent adequate and 2 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture levels were rated 2 percent very short, 22
percent short, 72 percent adequate and 4 percent surplus. Temperatures across the state averaged slightly above normal
across the eastern half and slightly below normal across the western half. Rainfall amounts averaged between a half inch
and one inch below normal in most of the state, except for middle Tennessee where a slight surplus was noted.

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION

. Five

Crop This | Last 2011 | Year |ltem Very Poor |Fair |Good | Excellent
Week | Week Poor
Avg.
Percent Percent
Apples — Blooming or Beyond 94 80 77 78 |Corn 0 1 18 63 18
Corn — Planted 88 80 30 44 |Pastures 0 4 27 57 12
Corn — Emerged 61 40 13 20  |Strawberry 0 3 17 67 13
Hay — 1% Cutting 16 7 0 0 |Winter Wheat O 2 16 53 29
Soybeans — Planted 3 n/a 0 1
Winter Wheat — Headed 93 80 27 22
n/a = not available
County Agent Comments

“Wheat progressing well. Corn planting essentially finished. May still be a few isolated acres planted over next few days
but majority of producers are finished. Some producers are experiencing fomasofen (Reflex) injury on corn acres from
carryover from last year or sprayer overlap this year with recent weather conditions we have experienced. Soybean
planting has probably begun but on a very small scale. Most producers have indicated they are waiting at least to May 1
to plant.” Tim Campbell, Dyer County

“According to fertilize dealers in the county ammonium nitrate is unavailable at any price. If farmers had not pre-ordered
then they will not be able to find any. This is due to the large increase in corn acreage. Urea is available.”
Steve Burgess, Carroll County

“Producers are practically finished planting corn. Some river bottom fields are all that remain to be planted. Many
producers are making plans to start planting soybeans next week. Most of the wheat looks good with some fields showing
the effects of stripe rust and wheat streak mosaic virus symptoms.” Jeff Lannom, Weakley County

“Good rains fell at the end of the week; much needed in our area for pasture and forages. Most upland corn is planted,
producers waiting just a bit longer to plant river bottoms. Suspect some damage on wheat from frost; this wheat was way
ahead of schedule for this time of year; will look at crop at end of this week to determine extent of damage, if it is
anything very serious.” Troy Dugger, Hickman County

“Corn planting is almost completed. Some freeze damage reported to corn in V5 stage. Soybean planting is getting
started. Some hay is being harvested. Wheat is looking good with little freeze damage being reported. Received one report
of armyworm damage in a pasture on the east side of the county; 3/4 acre affected at most.”  Kevin Rose, Giles County

“Most nurseries reporting some foliage and blossom damage, but most are reporting emerged seedlings had little or no
damage. About 20% of the corn experienced some leaf burn with a few isolated acres in low bottom lands with severe
frost damage. Most is recovering. The wheat crop seems to have suffered minimal damage at this time. The 1,000 acres of
rapeseed for canola was about 95% pollinated and appears to be in excellent shape. About 400 acres of soybeans had
emerged before the freeze and show no signs of damage. ” Ed Burns, Franklin County

“Isolated thundershowers were few and brought little rain. With windy days, soils are quickly drying. Corn planting is
nearing completion. Recent frost damage in hay fields coupled with the heading of a shorter hay crops is reducing
producer expectations of yield for first-cutting hay.” John Wilson, Blount County

“Freeze damage was hardest on grapes. Several producers and hobbyists have lost half of their grape crop. This is from

their estimates. The other damage was on sweet corn. Two producers had serious frost damage on their early corn. Most
of the plants are recovering, but i¢’s still too early to tell of complete recovery.” Neal Denton, Knox County
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TEMPERATURES AND PRECIPITATION

For week ending: April 22, 2012 (with comparisons)

TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION
LOCATION Week Ending Current Current Departure Current Departure
April 22, 2012 Week Days Since From Normal Since From Normal
HI | LO | AVG | DFN 4/22/12 January 1|  January 1 April 1 April 1
West
Ames_Plantation 84| 39 60 -4 2.69 3 13.26 -4.87 2.76 -1.42
Brownsville_TN 83| 38 60 -3 0.58 2 11.17 -6.70 0.93 -2.98
Covington 81 39 59 -4 0.84 2 13.48 -4.38 1.34 -2.66
Dyersburg 84| 42 61 -3 0.59 2 10.33 -6.06 1.19 -2.22
Huntingdon_Wate 82| 37 58 -3 0.81 2 10.30 -7.03 1.61 -1.80
Jackson_Exp_Stn 83| 38 59 -3 0.81 3 12.05 -5.07 1.11 -2.58
Lexington_TN 81 37 57 -4 1.43 3 12.58 -4.11 1.43 -1.91
Martin 81 37 58 -3 0.82 2 13.36 -3.79 2.60 -1.14
Memphis_AG 84| 41 60 -5 0.60 2 12.05 -5.64 1.00 -3.02
Milan 83| 36 59 -2 0.74 2 11.63 -5.78 1.12 -2.50
Paris 81 36 58 -2 0.58 2 11.23 -6.03 1.53 -2.05
Savannah_6SW 82| 36 58 -6 2.31 5 15.78 -3.82 2.82 -1.14
Selmer 84| 36 61 1 1.62 5 14.48 -4.90 1.69 -2.27
Union_City 81| 33 58 -2 0.62 2 11.14 -5.73 1.54 -1.98
Middle
Clarksville_Sew 79| 38 55 -4 0.91 4 10.43 -6.70 1.05 -2.26
Cookeville 80| 44 60 2 0.48 4 16.71 -1.86 1.58 -1.79
Crossville_AP 76| 43 61 5 0.18 3 15.47 -3.25 0.96 -2.56
Dickson_AG 77| 37 58 -2 0.73 3 13.20 -4.65 1.40 -2.27
Dover_1W 79| 38 58 -2 1.19 3 12.70 -5.00 2.01 -1.62
Fayetteville_TN 78| 44 62 4 0.42 4 16.93 -1.95 1.94 -1.49
Jamestown 79| 41 58 0.30 3 16.52 -0.72 0.80 -2.45
Kingston_Spring 82| 40 59 1 0.88 3 12.88 -4.55 1.93 -1.37
Lewisburg 80| 38 58 -1 0.52 3 11.84 -6.27 1.15 -2.22
Livingston_WLIV 79| 44 60 2 0.34 3 16.95 0.14 0.70 -2.44
Lobelville 81| 36 57 -3 1.51 4 12.25 -6.45 1.59 -1.95
Murfreesboro 5N 79| 40 60 1 0.34 3 13.31 -3.86 1.08 -2.15
Nashville_Metro 79| 42 60 0 1.06 5 13.47 -2.08 2.42 -0.74
Oneida 80| 45 60 6 0.33 5 17.90 0.63 1.00 -2.25
Portland_TN 78| 41 60 2 1.17 4 12.86 -3.76 1.18 -1.98
Pulaski_Water_P 79| 40 59 -4 1.14 3 14.37 -4.47 3.14 -0.13
Shelbyville 78| 44 60 -2 0.44 3 14.70 -3.69 0.78 -2.56
Sparta_TN 82| 45 62 4 0.28 4 13.63 -4.43 0.65 -2.69
Springfield 78| 39 58 0 0.61 4 12.95 -3.22 1.26 -1.88
Springhill 80| 39 58 0 1.51 4 13.28 -5.22 2.19 -1.52
Tullahoma 78| 44 61 -1 0.43 3 13.97 -5.77 0.60 -3.00
Waynesboro_TN 80| 39 57 -2 1.49 3 14.36 -5.50 2.52 -1.38
East
Chattanooga/Lov 81| 50 65 6 0.21 3 15.42 -3.66 1.09 -2.09
Cleveland_6NNE 78/ 50 62 4 0.58 5 13.57 -5.37 0.63 -2.58
Dayton 79| 48 62 3 0.41 3 15.26 -4.25 0.93 -2.38
Erwin_1W 82| 45 62 9 1.55 3 13.83 -0.71 3.13 0.24
Gatlinburg_2SW 83| 47 62 7 1.41 3 20.99 3.76 4.05 0.91
Greeneville 83| 49 63 8 1.21 4 14.83 1.56 3.71 1.25
Kingston_AG 80| 49 62 5 0.95 3 17.16 -2.34 2.18 -1.07
Knoxville_AP 81| 50 64 6 0.20 2 18.77 2.57 2.98 0.24
Newcomb 80| 44 60 6 0.41 3 18.44 1.17 1.98 -1.27
Norris_4NE 80| 46 61 4 0.64 3 19.72 2.56 3.21 0.10
Tri-City_RGNL_A 83| 47 63 7 0.77 3 13.71 0.81 2.98 0.56

DFN = Departure from Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period). Rain Days = Days with precip of 0.01 inch or more during the
week. Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) measured in inches.
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